Spring/Summer 2021

Summertime
By Sascha Wagner
It sounds so easy. A soft, warm word – time to run
barefoot, time to leave windows open at night.
Summertime. Somehow it seems, doesn’t it, that
it’s especially meant for children. Children on
beaches, children on swings, children in large
pools, children in tiny tubs.
We who do not have all of our children with us
may feel the summertime in two ways. One is to
remember shared events and adventures there are
so many. Long rides in
a hot car; a nap in the
back seat. The famous
question, “Are we
there yet?” Everything
from a heat rash to ice
cream cones and sand
castles.
For us, another way to
feel summertime is the
special emptiness
brought about by
children who are no
longer on this earth.
They used to trot along on hikes in the hills. They
used to gather wood for an evening fire. Now
summer brings us again the melancholy awareness
of their absence. Have you ever walked out some
unfamiliar path, surprised about not having been
there with the children? Even when there’s
nothing to remember, we are reminded of the
children’s absence.
We have been diminished by death. Some of us
may still have living children. Other parents have
no children left. They have lost an only child,

perhaps. Or all of their children died. And here we
are, grateful for the warmth of summer mornings
aware of the ripe beauty of nature, trying to deal
with our children’s absence with all the grace of
which we are capable.
Often we do not want to burden others with our
grief. Or we may be convinced that others don’t
wish to share our distress. We have learned, after
all, that the world around us is not always able to
understand how we feel.
Besides, we were taught
to be brave. Many of us
will do everything we
can to appear “normal”
after our loss. But we
were also taught to be
honest. And, when you
feel the hurt, when you
seem almost to be lost in
the shadows of this
golden summertime,
don’t hide your sorrow.
The grief of your spirit
can perhaps be kept a
secret on the outside. Yet, your deepest feelings,
unexpressed, can burn into your existence with
harmful force.
You can be both brave and honest. You know that
it’s brave to share grief, be it old grief or new grief.
And revealing that sorrow is also honest. Of
course, nothing can wipe away much of your pain.
But sharing grief is helpful. You will know that
after you have expressed the painful sorrow you
once kept hidden and you find yourself, finally,
smiling at the memories and the blessing of past
summertimes.

Birthday Remembrances
We celebrate the day they were born and
hold them in our hearts forever.

May
Derrick Blair
Eric Boyd
Brandon Burns
Robert Carmone
Gregory S. Earley

David W. Greenwood
Tucker Keene
Jennifer Mailloux
Justin T. Marron
Michael V. Medeiros

Jason Sherratt
Lori Taglione
Stephen Treistman
Thomas D. Walker

June
Steven R. Aubin
Travis Battle
David Beirne
Jeffry J. Berg
Connor Brandon
Cheryl Bucci
Leonidas Ashton Caruso

Christine McKay Chabot
Cara Lynne Ciccone
Sebastian Cocco-Babcock
Michael Gastall
Nicholas Charles Hendee
Roger Hobbs
Ryan N. Jennings

Nicholas Messier
Gina Marie Pontarelli
Melissa Rourke
Daniel Erik Schuster
Jackson Weintraub

July
Natalie Joy Adamo
Melissa Elizabeth Allin
Patrick Christian Barbosa
Connie Lee Bradley
Daniel Reid Cornell

Shane Currier
Amando Gomes
Matthew K. Serio
Matthew Sheehan
Paula Jane Torrico

Alex Valicenti
Christopher Paul Valliere
Conor Alexis Young
Evan Zompa

August
Mary Elaine Ackaway
Nathaniel Robert Asselin
Christopher Robert Boone
Sean J. Conley, Jr.
Robert Desmet

Gabriella Bella DiPalma
Christopher Mark Leahey
Tamara Suzanne Meyer
Monika Krystyna Prus
Jason Alan Smith

Joshua Spinelli
John Taglione
Matthew A. Viegas
Justin Wilks

In Memory of Our Children
As long as we live, our children too shall live, for they are
part of us in our memories. We lovingly remember the
following children on Their Anniversary.

May
Abby Aukerman
David Beirne
Cheryl Bucci
Brandon Burns
Dante Cappelli
Shane Currier

Christine Grinavic
Bradley Lawrence
Thomas P. Lewis
Jeffrey S. Monica
Gregory “Josh” Montigny
Tre Jordon Paquette

Arthur Pelliccia
Kyle Saunders
Jason Alan Smith
Joshua Spinelli
Christopher Paul Valliere
Rebeckha Lynn Whitefield

June
Mary Elaine Ackaway
Caitlyn Marie Adler
Rebecca Eisen
Michael Gastall
Tucker Keene

Kameron Montanino
Erin Noble
Jennifer Lynn Peterson
Jamie Rappaneau
Emma Elizabeth Soares

Kyla Vinacco
Tyler Anthony Williams
Marrina A. Yeomans

July
James Avitabile
Patrick Christian Barbosa
Stephanie Lynn Blum
Connor Brandon
Daniel John Coleman
Anthony Michael D’Arezzo
Robert Desmet

Brian Gault
Nicholas Charles Hendee
Daniel M. Malo
Jennifer Mailloux
Justin T. Marron
Joan Elizabeth Plante
Gina Marie Pontarelli

Matthew Sheehan
Jason Sherratt
Paula Jane Torrico
Lori Taglione
Thomas D. Walker
Evan Zompa

August
Joseph Allard
Steven R. Aubin
Patrick Avitabile
Donald Anthony Capasso
Matthew A. Cardillo
Cara Lynne Ciccone
Sean Conley, Jr.
Cody Johns Craynock
Gabriella Bella DiPalma

David W. Greenwood
Ryan N. Jennings
Thomas P. Kenney
Jason G. Naylor
Lauren Rose Norwood
Nicholas Pizetoski
Amy Prada
Melissa Rourke
Angela Rose Sbardella

Deborah Lee Serafin
Ethan Simpson
Jeffrey Swanson
Stephen Treistman
Matthew A. Viegas
Jonathan Blake Waxler
Jackson Weintraub

44th TCF National Conference
Presented Virtually
July 16-18, 2021
TCF’s 44th National Conference will be
presented virtually July 16-18, 2021.
Although we would love to be together in
person, we can still connect, support, and
gather as a community through our virtual
event.
Registration is open:
www.compassionatefriends.org/event/
44th-tcf-national-conference/

Sponsor a Newsletter
We are pleased to offer our members the opportunity to sponsor a newsletter. We will feature your child’s story
and photo on the front page of our newsletter when you make a donation. This offers members another way to
share their child with our group, as well as to help offset the cost of producing and mailing our newsletter. We
are offering up to two sponsorships per newsletter. Your story can be any length up to 500 words and can
include 1-3 photos. If you would like to see your child featured in a future issue, please contact Lucille at (401)
231-9229 or lcvalliere49@gmail.com.

Someone asked me about you today
It’s been so long since anyone has done that
It felt so good to talk about you
to share my memories of you
to simply say your name out loud
She asked me if I minded talking about
what happened to you
or would it be too painful to speak of it
I told her I think of it every day
and speaking about it helps me to release
the tormented thoughts whirling around in my
head
She said she never realized the pain
would last this long
She apologized for not asking sooner
I told her, “Thanks for asking”
I don’t know if it was curiosity
or concern that made her ask
But told her, “Please do it again sometime—soon”
~ Barbara Taylor Hudson

MOSAIC
Since your death I am all broken bits and
sharp edges. My goal is not to be whole
again. My goal is to polish up these broken
bits and put them together in a new way to
make something beautiful of my life as a
monument to you and to our love.
—Grief Speaks Out

Mosaic

Love Gifts
A Love Gift is a living memorial to your child. Usually given on birthdays, anniversaries of their
deaths, holidays, or just to remember. Our thanks to the following for their generous donations.
Jeffry Monica – It has been 18 years, there are no words to say how much you are missed, Love Mom
Daniel Erik Schuster – Forever missed, forever loved each and every day, Love Mom
Peter Collins – In Loving Memory of my wonderful son, Love Mom
Thomas P. Kenney – Forever in our hearts, Love Mom and Dad
Nicholas C. Hendee – In our hearts forever, Love Mom, Norm and Sarah
Bradley Lawrence – I Love you, Bradley. May we meet again someday, Love Dad
Shane Mandeville – We miss you Shane every second of every day, Love Mom and Bobbi
Matthew A. Yiegas (1980-2017) – I Loved you your whole life, I will miss you the rest of mine, Mom
Brian. C. Lang – To Brian from all of us. This is the Hill We Climb, Love you forever.
Marrina Yeomans – In our hearts on your Anniversary, Mom & Dad
Justin Marron – 25 years, you are missed more each year and loved always, Love Mom

Thank You for your donations in memory of Our Children.
July’s Child
Fireworks race toward heaven
Brilliant colors in the sky.
Their splendor ends in seconds
On this evening in July.
"Her birthday is this Saturday,"
I whisper with a sigh.
She was born this month,
She loved this month
And she chose this month to die.
Like the bright and beautiful fireworks
Glowing briefly in the dark
They are gone too soon, and so was she
Having been, and left her mark.
A glorious incandescent life,
A catalyst, a spark...
Her being gently lit my path
And softened all things stark.
The July birth, the July death of
my happy summer child
Marked a life too brief that ended
Without rancor, without guile.
Like the fireworks that leave images
On unprotected eyes...
Her lustrous life engraved my heart...
With love that never dies.
—Sally Migliaccio,
TCF Babylon, Long Island, NY

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Love Gift Donation
Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________
State ______ ZIP ________________
Name:_________________________________________________________!!

! Memory Of _______________________________________________________________
In Loving

Address:______________________________________________________!! !
!
+
___________________________________________________________________________________
City:+___________________________State:+________Zip:_____________+
___ I would
+ like my Love Gift to go toward general Chapter expenses.
In+Loving+Memory+of:______________________________________________________
Your tax-deductible
donation helps defray the costs for Chapter expenses. Your donation is greatly appreciated
and will be acknowledged in this newsletter. Please make your check payable to: TCF Providence Chapter.
!
Please send
donations to Chapter Leader:
Lucille Valliere
Birth!Date:!___________________________Death!Date:______________________!
10 Dail Drive
!
North Providence, RI 02911
Love!Gift:!$__________!Message:___________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

cut here

Love Gift $ ______________________ Message __________________________________________

Your+tax>deductible+donations+help+defray+the+costs+for+the+Newsletter,+posta
and+help+for+others+who+are+grieving.++Your+donations+are+greatly+appreciated
the+newsletter.+Checks+are+to+be+made+payable+to+TCF+Greater+Providence+Cha
+
Send+Donations+to:+
Co>Leader:+Lucille+Valliere,+10+Dail+Dri
+N.+Providence,+RI+02911+
+

10 Dail Drive
North Providence, RI 02911
tcfprovidence.com

Upcoming Events
We are so pleased to announce that we are
resuming our regular support group meetings
on June 14. All meetings take place on the
second Monday of each month and begin at 7:00
p.m. at the Central Congregational Church, 296
Angell St. in Providence, RI. Please note: New
members can arrive early, between 6:15 and 6:30.
• July 12
• August 9
• September 13
• October 11
• November 8

